





1 * ^ 






the rape of lvcrece. 

Bcfides the life and feeling of her paflion, 

Shee hoards to fpend, whenheisby to heare her, 
Vvhenfighs,& grones,& tears may grace the faftiio 
Of her dilgrace, the better fo to cleare her 
From that fufpicio which the world might bear her. 
To lhun this blot,- fhee would not blot the letter 
With words, tillaaion might becom the better. 

S 4 

,To fee fad fights, moues more then heare them told, 
For then the eyeinterpretes to the eare 
The heauic motion that itdoth behold, 

When eueriepart, a part ofwoe doth ibeare. 

Tis but a part of forrow that we heare, 

> Deep foundsmake leffer noifctheihallowfoords, 
' And forrow ebs, being blown with wind of words. 

Her letter now is feal’d, and on it writ 

At A r d e a tp my Lord with more then haft, 

ThcPoft attends, and thee deliuers it, 

Charging the fowr- fac’d groome,to high as faft 
As laggingfowles before the Northerne blafts, 
Speed more then fpeedjbut dul & flow fl&e deems, 
Extremity ftill vrgeth fucH extremes. 
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THE RAPE OF LVCRECE. 

The homelie villaine curfics to her low, 

And blufhing on her with a ftedfaft eye, 

Receaues the fcroll without or yea or no, . 
Andforth with balhfull innocence doth hie. 

But they whofe guilt within their bofomes lie, 
Imagine euerie eye beholds their blame, 

For Lvcrece thought, he blulht to fee her fhame. 

When feelie Croome (God wot) it was defect 
• Offpirite,Iife, and bold audacitie, 

Such harmleffe creatures haue a true refped 
To talke in deeds, while cithers faucilie 
Promife more fpeed, but do it leyfurelie. 

Euen fo this patterne of the worne-out age, 
Pawn’d honeft looks, but laid no words to gage. 

His kindled duetie kindled her miftruft, 

That two red fires in both their faces blazed, 

Shee thought he bluflit , as knowing Tarqvins luft, 
And blufhing with him,wi(tlie on him gazed. 

Her earneft eye did make him more amazed. 

The more fhee law the bloud his cheeks replenifh, 
The more ftiethoughthefpiedinherfbmblemifh. 
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